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REVIEWS 


with a concise review of the principles of bacteriology and the 
relation of microorganisms to disease. The main field of general 
surgery is covered, and symptoms reduced to a physiological and 
anatomical basis. The section on medicine covers the subject in 
a brief and satisfactory way. The care taken in the preparation of 
this book is evident throughout. 

A. A. H. 


The Evil Eye, Thanatology and Other Essays. By Roswell 

Park, M.D., LL.D. (Yale). Pp. 380. Boston: Richard G. 

Badger, The Gorham Press. 

All lovers of history and students of essays will heartily welcome 
the publication of this series of essays by Rosewell Park. Thirteen 
in all, they cover subjects of wide range, dealing with mythology; 
studies of signs and symbols; the foundation of Christianity and its 
relation to the Grecian mysteries; the relation of the Church to 
medicine; a critical but speculative inquiry into the mystery of 
death; biographical sketches of famous men; and several essays 
covering in interesting fashion certain historical aspects of medicine. 

Possessed of a facile pen, an ease of expression, coupled with 
his wealth of knowledge the author has undoubtedly created an 
enviable niche for himself in the field of literary endeavor. 

B. B. V. L. 


Essays on Genito-urinary Subjects. By J. Bayard Clark, 

M.D., Assistant Genito-urinary Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital. 

Pp. 174. New York: William Wood & Company. 

The author has presented ten short chapters on variously 
chosen subjects of genito-urinary interest. About one-half of 
the contents is composed of previously read and published papers, 
some as far back as seven years, each chapter so constituted bear¬ 
ing supplementary notes in an attempt to bring it up to date. 
As a whole, the subject matter is not without interest, but the 
object of the presentation is not clear, since to students or those 
unfamiliar with genito-urinary knowledge, the cursory manner of 
the essayist will convey little of fundamental value, while to the 
skilled, clinician, the incompleteness of the subjects treated stands 
out prominently, adding not only nothing new, but omitting 
certain considerations of importance. 

In discussing the diagnostic advantages of the cystoscope, the 
essayist slights a number of vesical conditions, among them tuber¬ 
culosis, claiming that they are not to be included in “affections 
ordinarily requiring surgical intervention.” 
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The author elects to base functional kidney diagnosis on ureteral 
catheterization, an act occasionally impossible of accomplishment. 
He ignores absolutely the kidney test by indigocarmin, whereby 
the functional sufficiency of the kidney may be gauged when it 
will be impossible by any test dependent upon bilateral ureteral 
catheterization. Moreover, the phloridzin test, which is recom¬ 
mended, has been proved to be unreliable, no glycosuria occurring 
even from normal kidneys. 

Exception may also be taken, rightfully, as to the advisability 
of catheterizing the supposedly normal ureter through a bladder 
infected by descending tuberculosis of the other side. Likewise 
the urine separator or segregator has today few advocates. Other 
doctrines are seriously questionable, as for example, in addition 
to massage, the treatment of chronic prostatitis by such measures 
as electricity and the mechanical application of heat and cold. 

B. A. T. 


The Sexual Life of the Child. By Albert Moll, M.D. 

Translated from the German by Eden Paul, M.D. Pp. 339. 

New York: The Macmillan Company. 

The translation of this work, coming as it does, at a time when 
such general interest is being taken in eugenics, promises to fill a 
want felt until now in the preparation for this field of activity. 

The author points out that the rational solution of the problems 
of eugenics must be based on fact and that this definite knowledge, 
in so far as the normal sexual life of the child, at least, is concerned, 
has as yet been neglected. The subject is then put before the reader 
in a systematic and comprehensive way. Every physician, teacher, 
parent, and social worker should have the information contained 
in this book at his disposal. A. A. H. 


Sex—-Its Origin and Determination. By Thomas E. Reed, 

M.D. Pp. 313. New York: Rebman Company, 1913. 

Had this book appeared a decade ago, it would have received 
more attention than at the present day. The observations con¬ 
tained therein were first stimulated by the remarks of Darwin, 
that, as all present-day animals are descended originally from tide¬ 
water organisms, there might exist cycles in some of our life pro¬ 
cesses, which could be looked upon as the persisting effect of these 
tidal movements. The author believes that he can trace this effect 
in, among other phenomena, the “functional phases” of parturition 
and the alternating male and female phases of the ova, which, as 



